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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF OREGON

Eugene Division

M-J-M-A-, an adult,
Petitioner,
V.

CAMILLA WAMSLEY, Seattle Field Office
Director, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement and Removal Operations
(“ICE/ERO”); TODD LYONS, Acting
Director of Immigration Customs
Enforcement (“ICE”); U.S. IMMIGRATION
AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT; KRISTI
NOEM, Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security (“DHS”); U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY; and PAMELA BONDI, Attorney
General of the United States,

Respondents.

Case No. 6:25-cv-02011-MTK
Agency No. XXX-XXX-902
DECLARATION OF PETITIONER IN

SUPPORT OF PETITION FOR WRIT OF
HABEAS CORPUS
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DECLARATION OF PETITIONER IN SUPPORT OF PETITION FOR WRIT OF

HABEAS CORPUS

I, M-J-M-A-, under penalty of perjury, do solemnly declare:

—

. I am the Petitioner in the current matter.

I am 45 years old and was born in Sinaloa, Mexico. My native language is Spanish.

I came to the United States in January 2025. I am afraid to return to Mexico and intend to
apply for asylum.

I live in Oregon’s Willamette Valley with my son and my nephew.

On October 30, 2025, my son, nephew and I headed to work early in the morning in a
shared van.

The van had just left when an SUV behind us turned on what looked like police lights.
The driver pulled over. Almost immediately, many SUV's surrounded us and a large
group of agents came out of the cars and approached the van, hitting the windows and
yelling at us. I could understand they were yelling at the driver to lower the window. An
officer broke the driver's side window because the driver did not lower the window fast
enough and unlocked the doors. Then the officers opened all the doors and started
screaming at us to get out.

I was so afraid I was paralyzed. I felt I could not move and did not understand what was
happening. I did not hear the officers identify themselves or say they were ICE.

It was still dark outside so I could not see everything going on around me; I only saw the
flashlights pointing at us. The officers grabbed and forced everyone out of the car. I was

sitting in the back of the van and they grabbed my arm to pull me out of the car. I was
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holding my flip phone and as they were putting my hands behind my back, one of the
officers folded it over my fingers and broke it.

9. As the officers were taking everyone out, they were yelling and asking people for their
names. I kept telling everyone to try to stay calm and to not answer any questions
because I knew we had the right to remain silent. An agent got angry and started to
scream at me to shut up. I felt so powerless and anxious, like we could not do anything
while we were being arrested and treated inhumanely. I did my best to remain calm and
help my colleagues try to stay calm as well.

10. After they grabbed me out of the car, they handcuffed me and made me sit with the rest
of the passengers against the wall of the back of the mall. The agents even made an older
woman sit with the rest of us. A couple agents approached me; they took my picture and
then started to show me pictures of different people and asked me if any of them were
me. [ just replied that was not me. They kept asking for my name, but I did not provide it
to them and exercised my right to remain silent. They did not provide me with any other
documents or warrants.

11. After they were done, the agents started to talk amongst themselves. It seemed like they
were deciding on who would take whom. They took my son and my nephew first together
in a car. In the commotion, the car horn honked. I then saw one of the agents punch my
nephew.

12. Moments later, agents grabbed me and put me in another car. I did not know where they
were taking me until one of the officers mentioned Portland.

13. Once we got to Portland, I was placed in a holding cell with other women. While I was
waiting, agents began taking people out of the holding cell one at a time. I overheard an
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agent say that they were going to take us to Tacoma after they were done. The officers
did not allow us to make any phone calls.

14. When my turn came to step out of the cell, an agent fingerprinted me. It was not until that
point that I was given documents. The ICE agent also forced me to sign a document, but I
do not know what that was. Eventually, the agent told me that if I did not agree to be
removed voluntarily, then it would take a very long time for me to leave. Because of this,
I requested to speak with an attorney. The agent did not say anything.

15. T was returned to the holding cell. After several minutes, [ was taken from the cell and
walked over to a small room, where I was told that attorneys were there to see me. I felt
relieved that I was able to speak with them. Unfortunately, the visit was very short. An
agent interrupted us after only a few minutes . [ was able to agree for them to represent
me and file any documents necessary to get me released from custody but there was
enough time to discuss my case further.

16. After leaving the room, the officers chained me by the waist and put shackles on my feet
before loading me into a bus.

17. We arrived to the Northwest ICE Processing Center (“NWIPC”) in Tacoma, Washington,
later that evening. Once there, agents unchained us and separated the men and women.
Then we were asked to change into uniforms and were given a chance to make a five-
minute local phone call, but I did not know any local numbers and therefore could not call
any of my friends or family. [ was also not provided with a list of available legal
assistance or advised I could call my attorney. Another women who was detained let me
borrow her account make a short call to the only number I had memorized from family in

Mexico.
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18. I was placed in a very small cell with bunk beds and a sink and toilet. If I needed water, I
had to drink it from that sink.

19. The next day, after count had ended in the late morning, an officer called me and told me
to get my stuff because [ was going to leave. I thought I was being transferred to another
detention center. My cellmate helped me ask the officer if she knew where [ was going
but the officer said they did not know.

20. The officer took me to another room to change into my original clothes. After I was done,
an ICE officer came to get me and that is when I found out I was being released. She
asked if I had someone to pick me up, and I said no. She said that if I did not have a ride,
they would just leave me alone on the street. This terrified me because I have never been
Tacoma and I did not have a phone or any money with me. Luckily, I was able to get a
ride home with someone else who was visiting a family member at the detention center
that day.

21. I have now returned home but I am still afraid that ICE will come and arrest me again.
They have done it once without a reason, so I fear they will do it again. I feel it was only
luck that [ was able to meet with the attorneys for a few minutes before I was taken from
Portland, and that is the only reason I am here and not deported or in a detention center
somewhere else in the country. I know some of the other people who were detained at the
same time as me, have already been deported or transferred to detention centers in other

states.
I HEREBY DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE FOREGOING IS

TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF.
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Dated: November 10, 2025.

MIMA

M-J-M-A-
Petitioner

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION

L, Nelly Garcia Orjuela, am competent to interpret between English and Spanish and certify that I
have read the contents of this declaration to Petitioner in Spanish. Petitioner stated that they
understood its contents and verified that they were true and accurate.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the
foregoing 1s true and correct.

Dated: November 10, 2025.

Nelly Garcia Orjuela
INNOVATION LAW LAB
333 SW 5% Ave. Ste. 200
Portland, OR 97204
nelly@mnovationlawlab.org
971-353-4663
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