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DECLARATION OF EMMA KATHRYN GILL

I, Emma Kathryn Gill, upon my personal knowledge, hereby declare under penalty of perjury as
follows:

1.

I am a licensed attorney and member in good standing of the Oregon State Bar, and I am
admitted to practice in the state of Oregon. | am a member of the American Immigration
Lawyers Association (“AILA”). I am over the age of eighteen and make this declaration
based upon my own personal knowledge.

[ am an immigration attorney at Innovation Law Lab, which is part of the Equity Corps of
Oregon (“ECO”) program. ECO provides free legal services to eligible immigrant
Oregonians who are at risk of deportation.

On October 18,2025, around 11:55 a.m., I learned that ICE had detained one of my clients,
R.J.S.V. After learning of R.J.S.V.’s detention, | immediately contacted my colleagues for
support and began to investigate whether ICE had a lawful basis to detain R.J.S.V. First, |
confirmed that R.J.S.V. had no new criminal charges, as I had previously confirmed his
lack of criminal history. I knew that R.J.S.V. could not have violated his reporting
conditions with ICE by missing an ICE check-in because his next check-in with ICE was
not until December 1, 2025.

Based on this information, my colleagues and I determined that R.J.S.V. may have been
unlawfully detained, as his facts were very similar to those of the petition in the M.S.L. v.
Bostock case. We began to prepare a habeas petition to challenge his detention.
Simultaneously, under my direction, one of my colleagues went to the Portland ICE Office
to request a visit with my client.

. Atabout 12:26 p.m., | emailed a properly executed G-28 containing both my signature and

R.J.S.V.’s signature to the Portland Office.

While I attempted to contact ICE, I also contacted R.J.S.V.’s partner and requested
R.J.S.V.’s phone’s location to see where he was being transported. At around 12:46 p.m.,
R.J.S.V.’s partner sent me a photo of the location services for R.J.S.V.’s phone, which he
had in his possession when ICE detained him. The photo showed that R.J.S.V.’s phone was
already outside the state of Oregon, located in Vancouver, Washington, near the Columbia
River and Interstate 5. A few minutes later, R.J.S.V.’s partner informed me that his phone
was no longer sending its location.

Around 1:15 p.m., I searched for R.J.S.V. in the ICE Online Detainee Locator System
(“ODLS”) but my search returned zero results.
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My colleague who had gone to the Portland ICE Office to request a visit with my client
was informed by a Federal Protective Service (“FPS”) officer that no one was
being processed at the Portland Office, instead they were going to “Columbia County”.

Although I understand that Oregon detention facilities do not provide space for
federal immigration detention, based on the information from the FPS officer, at
approximately 1:40 p.m., I called the Columbia County Jail. The person who answered
my call at the booking desk was audibly surprised that I would call about a detained
immigrant because they “don’t do that there.” They confirmed that my client R.J.S.V. was
not there.

At about 3:02 p.m., I searched for R.J.S.V. in ODLS both by his A Number as well as by
his biographical information. My search returned zero results.

At about 9:08 p.m., I again searched for R.J.S.V. in ODLS both by his A Number as well
as by his biographical information, and my search returned zero results.

The next day, on October 19, 2025, 1 continued searching for R.J.S.V. in ODL in
the early morning. My searches continued to return zero results.

Just after 10:00 a.m. on October 19, 2025, ODLS finally reflected R.J.S.V.’s whereabouts
and indicated he was being held at the Northwest ICE Processing Center (NWICP). That
same day, I filed a G-28 via ICE ERO’s online portal for R.J.S.V.

I was not able to have a confidential phone call with R.J.S.V. until October 20,

2025, around 1:15 p.m., over 48 hours after his initial detention. During that call, I
learned that in that time, ICE officers had tried to coerce my client to sign documents
terminating his Order of Supervision and to agree to voluntary departure. ICE was on notice
that I represent R.J.S.V. when they spoke to him without his counsel present. I also
learned from R.J.S.V. that he never passed through an ICE Field Office in Oregon and
instead was processed and booked by ICE in an empty parking lot in Vancouver,
Washington, which I presume is why his phone location was temporarily near the
Columbia River and Interstate 5.

I am aware of multiple cases where people who were detained by ICE in Portland after
October 13, 2025, were initially taken to the Northwest ICE Processing Center and then
transferred to different, out-of-state facilities, such as facilities in Louisiana, Mississippi,
and Texas. These transfers were inconsistent with the information displayed in the ICE
detainee locator, further frustrating and impeding their access to legal services. In the past
week, there has been an increase in ICE arrests as well as the instability and unpredictability
of ICE detention.

Because I was not able to communicate with my client R.J.S.V. before he was transferred
out of the district of Oregon, I was unable to offer and provide vital, free legal services,
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including facilitating representation on a habeas case, that could have had a material impact
on his current ability to challenge his detention in federal court.

I DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY AND UNDER THE LAWS OF THE
UNITED STATES THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST
OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Executed in Portland, Oregon on October 21, 2025.

frn AL

EMMA KATHRYN GILL
INNOVATION LAW LAB
333 SW Fifth Ave. Ste. 200
Portland, OR 97204
Telephone: +1 971-244-8150
Facsimile: +1 971-244-8150
emma(@innovationlawlab.org
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