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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT OF OREGON 

EUGENE DIVISION 

CLEAR CLINIC; PINEROS Y 

CAMPESINOS UNIDOS DEL 

NOROESTE,  

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

CAMMILLA WAMSLEY, Seattle Field 

Office Director, Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement and Removal Operations 

(“ICE/ERO”); TODD LYONS, Acting 

Director of Immigration Customs 

Enforcement (“ICE”); U.S. IMMIGRATION 

AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT; 

KRISTI NOEM, Secretary of the Department 

of Homeland Security (“DHS”); U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 

SECURITY; PAMELA BONDI, Attorney 

General of the United States,; PETE 

FLORES in his official capacity as Acting 

Commissioner of Customs and Border 

Protection; U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER 

PROTECTION,  

Defendants. 

Case No. 25-1906

DECLARATION OF JOHN WALSH IN 

SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION 

FOR A TEMPORARY RESTRAINING 

ORDER  
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DECLARATION OF JOHN WALSH IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR A 

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

I, John Walsh, upon my personal knowledge, hereby declare under penalty of perjury as follows: 

1. My name is John Walsh. I am seventy years old and a resident of Portland, Oregon. I 

make this declaration based upon my own personal knowledge.  

2. I am a volunteer with the Portland Immigrant Rights Coalition (PIRC). I have been 

involved with PIRC intermittently over the past decade and on an everyday basis in the 

last year and a half.  

3. PIRC works to empower immigrants, unite families, and build a just community in 

Portland and all of Oregon. PIRC works to equip immigrants with vital knowledge about 

their rights, provides training on ICE interactions, and seeks to foster a well-informed 

community.  

4. In addition to other activities that support Oregon’s immigrant community, PIRC operates 

a statewide, toll-free hotline as part of Oregon’s rapid response system. The hotline is a 

free service for the community. It enables anyone impacted by an ICE detention or 

enforcement action to call a single number and get connected with necessary resources, 

including legal representation through Equity Corps of Oregon (ECO), Oregon’s 

statewide universal representation program. 

5. The hotline is staffed by trained operators. The operator training includes: general types 

of calls and available resources, how to respond and relate to people who are under high 

level of stress, how to deal with adverse calls, knowing what information and resources to 

provide and how to connect with ECO in both emergency and non-emergency situations. 
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However, it is through practical experience that operators really understand the work and 

are able to discern the type of support that is needed.  

6. I am a trained volunteer hotline operator. The hotline receives calls around the clock, with 

most of the calls reporting detentions and ICE encounters that occur in the morning or 

early afternoon. 

7. PIRC’s general protocol is relatively simple: calls come into the hotline and trained 

operators route the calls to the correct point in the rapid response system. For reports on 

ICE detention, operators take detailed notes to understand what happened and collect 

information about the arrest or detention and the relevant biographical details of the 

person who was detained. This can include their immigration case number and other 

facts, all of which are confidentially, securely and safely recorded. In order to record and 

process a report about an ICE detention, we confidentially collect information about the 

caller. The caller is generally a close family member, close friend, or close community 

member of the detained individual, so it is only with their express consent that we share 

sensitive information with other programs and only to secure resources for them. The 

caller, most often than not, request connection to legal assistance—which is one of the 

most important parts of the operator’s role: the collect all the information needed to 

activate the first responder lawyers.  

8. After obtaining consent from the caller, we activate the network and locate an attorney 

for the detained individual, along with other supports and resources. Usually, when the 

call to report a detention comes from a family member or acquaintance of the person 

detained, we ask them for a brief description of how the person was detained and if they 

have an attorney. Most of the people who call the hotline do not have an immigration 
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attorney, so they request to be connected to the ECO program so the detainee can have 

legal representation and make informed choices about their case.     

9. When a person calls the hotline, operators are trained in active listening skills to quickly 

understand the purpose of the call and to correctly handle it. For calls where there is a 

report about a person’s detention by ICE, dispatchers work efficiently and quickly 

because we know that time is of the essence to ensure that an attorney tries to meet with 

the detained person as soon as possible. 

10. The operator activates the first responder lawyer system by securely transmitting the 

necessary information to ECO immediately so they can send an attorney to the ICE 

facility in either Portland or Eugene. The goal of the rapid response system is to get a 

lawyer on site to meet with the detained person and provide them advice and a 

comprehensive legal screening before they have to make any legal decisions. The lawyer 

can also legally advocate with ICE about alternatives to detention 

11. Over the course of 2025, I have witnessed that when an attorney is able to access 

someone who is detained before their transfer out of state, they have a better chance of 

challenging an unlawful detention or successfully advocating for alternatives to 

detention. Even if release or an alternative is not possible, attorneys are better able to 

provide ongoing legal support after this pre-transfer meeting. 

12. I remember a mother who called the hotline to request legal help after she was suddenly 

required to bring her children to the ICE field office. We immediately contacted the ECO 

program. They were able to speak with the mother and send an attorney to counsel the 

family during the interaction with ICE. As a result, the mother was placed on electronic 

monitoring instead of being detained. 
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13. Other callers specifically ask that attorneys go to the Macadam field office and provide 

legal representation on the detained person's behalf. This is most easily facilitated when 

someone is already enrolled in the ECO program and can even happen same-day.  

14. If attorneys cannot access people in detention, it harms the families and communities that 

we serve. Family and community members bear the burden of seeking hard-to-find legal 

assistance and often expend significant emotional energy in doing so; when an attorney is 

denied access to a person in detention, those same friends and family suffer the stress of 

knowing they will need to continue their frantic search for legal assistance to ensure their 

loved one can get legal guidance and representation.  

15. When attorneys are denied access to meet with the detained family members or 

acquaintances, it affects not just the family but the community. 

16. On the week of October 13, 2025, the hotline started to experience a rise in calls 

reporting ICE actions and detentions. It got particularly difficult on October 15, 2025, 

when calls started to ring early in the morning and continued to pile up throughout the 

day. There were so many reports of detentions and ICE actions that the operators were 

constantly busy. It was harder to track all the information from the families of those 

impacted and provide the basic information to ECO timely and, in turn, delayed attorneys 

receiving the information before it was too late if they went to the ICE facility to try and 

meet with the few people for whom we had the biographical information ready.  

 

I DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY AND UNDER THE LAWS OF THE UNITED 

STATES THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY 

KNOWLEDGE.  
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     Executed in Portland, Oregon on October 15, 2025.  

 

      _______________________________ 

      John Walsh 

wttP 
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