Case 6:25-cv-02011-MTK ~ Document 63  Filed 01/09/26  Page 1 of 6

STEPHEN W. MANNING, OSB # 013373

stephen@innovationlawlab.org,smanning@ilgrp.com

TESS HELLGREN, OSB # 191622
tess@innovationlawlab.org

JORDAN CUNNINGS, OSB # 182928
jordan@jinnovationlawlab.org

NELLY GARCIA ORJUELA, OSB #223308
nelly@innovationlawlab.org

KELSEY PROVO, OSB # 145107
kelsey@innovationlawlab.org
INNOVATION LAW LAB

333 SW 5th Ave., Suite 200

Portland, OR 97204-1748
Telephone: +1 503-922-3042

Attorneys for Petitioner & Plaintiffs

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF OREGON

Eugene Division

M-J-M-A- and VICTOR CRUZ GAMEZ,
individually and on behalf of all similarly
situated individuals,

Petitioner and Plaintiffs,
V.

LAURA HERMOSILLO, Seattle Field Office
Director, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement and Removal Operations
(“ICE/ERO”); TODD LYONS, Acting
Director of Immigration Customs
Enforcement (“ICE”); U.S. IMMIGRATION
AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT; KRISTI
NOEM, Secretary of the Department of
Homeland Security (“DHS”); U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY; and PAMELA BONDI, Attorney
General of the United States,

Respondents-Defendants.
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DECLARATION OF JUANA AVILA ISO PETITIONER’S AND PLAINTIFFS’
MOTION FOR A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

I, Juana Avila, under penalty of perjury, do solemnly declare:

1. My name is Juana Isaura Avila. I often go by the name Juanita.

2. Iwas born in 1978 in Guatemala. I am 47 years old. My native language is Spanish. I am
fluent in English.

3. I came to the United States in 1994, when I was fourteen years old.

4. Thave three children, all of whom are U.S. citizens by birth. I would have had a fourth
child but suffered a miscarriage when I was four months pregnant. My children’s ages are
25,19, and 12. My youngest child has autism and requires extra care and support.

5. Tlive with my daughter and my youngest son. My oldest son lives in Cottage Grove, near
where I live with my youngest two children.

6. When I first moved to Cottage Grove, I was a farmworker and worked in the fields. That
work required long hours and it was difficult for me to be away from my infant child for
long periods of time. In 2016, I obtained a small store where I began selling food
products from Latin America. I own the store and run the store with my oldest son. The
name of my store is Juanita’s Latina Store.

7. In 2017, 1 obtained my lawful permanent residency.

8. Cottage Grove is a small, tight-knit community. I know most people in the community
and most people know me. I am known because of my store and also because I support

people in my community with translation and interpretation. People know that they can
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call me day or night for help. I have gone to the police station to help interpret, as well as
to court. I am not a certified interpreter and assist only in an unofficial capacity. Because
I help interpret between local law enforcement and people in my community who do not
speak English, I am familiar with the police officers in Cottage Grove.

9. On November 5, 2025, I was asleep at home when my phone rang. It was early in the
morning and still dark outside. I am familiar with getting calls from community members
at all hours and so I answered the call, thinking it might be an emergency. The caller told
me that ICE had arrested someone and had left the person’s car. The caller asked for my
help locating and moving the car so that it wouldn’t get towed. I woke my daughter and
asked her to help.

10. Before leaving the house, I grabbed my wallet, including my Driver’s License, which is a
REAL ID, and my lawful permanent resident card.

11. Because I did not know the exact location of the car, my daughter and I took two separate
cars so that we would have a better chance of finding it.

12. As I was driving, I observed several cars driving erratically. The cars had out of state
license plates. I remember thinking this was strange.

13. T was ultimately unable to find the car and I called my daughter. We decided to meet back
at the house. As I was driving home, I saw flashing lights behind me. I thought it was the
police and that I was being pulled over. I pulled to the side, rolled down my window, and
waited for the police officer to approach.

14. A person got out of the car behind me and rushed up to my car quickly. The person

identified themselves as the police but they did not wear any uniform, they were masked,
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did not have any badge or identification visible, and I did not recognize them as a Cottage
Grove police officer. Another person quickly approached my car. At this point, I knew
they were not police officers and I was afraid they intended to harm or kidnap me. One
asked where [ was born. I was told I was under arrest. I asked for the reason I had been
pulled over and why I was under arrest. I asked for a document or paperwork. But none
of them showed me a warrant or gave a reason for my arrest. One tried to open my car
doors. Another reached through my open window, unlocked my door and dragged me out
of the car. They pushed me to the ground and I felt their knees on my back, forcing me
down. They were shouting at me.

15. I begged them not to hurt me. I told them I had children, that I child at home asleep, and
begged them to let me go. They continued to shout at me, accusing me of being illegal
and telling me I was going to be arrested. I told them I was a lawful resident, that I was
here legally. They continued to hold me down, kneeling on my back as I lay face down
on the ground.

16. I heard my daughter arrive. I heard her pleading with them not to arrest me and not to
hurt me. I heard them threaten to arrest my daughter and threaten her to stop recording
from her phone.

17. I was in complete shock. I was crying and I couldn’t breathe. I felt the most severe form
of panic I have ever experienced. I felt such an intense pain in my shoulder, I thought
they had broken my arm. They threatened to take me if I didn’t calm down. But I
couldn’t calm down. I was in a state of panic and could not breathe with them kneeling
on me.
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18. The officers handcuffed me, dragged me into their car and shut the door. They searched
my wallet and found my Driver's License.

19. Despite having proof of my identity, they continued to keep me handcuffed in the back of
their car.

20. Eventually they uncuffed me so that I could find my lawful permanent resident card. My
resident card was in my pocket. I showed them my permanent resident card. The officers
left me there at that point.

21. It is hard for me to know the exact amount of time but I think the full incident lasted for
about half an hour.

22. My daughter and I went home first because I needed to check on my son. My daughter
was crying, she had fallen during the incident and injured her knees. I had marks on my
wrists from the handcuffs, and my shoulder was hurting badly. After I checked on my son
and confirmed he was okay, I went to the hospital because I was afraid the officers had
broken my shoulder. I was evaluated and they found no broken bones. I was prescribed
pain medication.

23. I then went to the police station to report the incident. I wanted to report the incident
because the ICE officers could have been anyone. They were masked, they didn’t have
badges and were driving an unofficial vehicle. They claimed to be police officers, but
they could have been anyone who wanted to do harm.

24. T have started seeing a therapist. Every time I leave the house, I leave with fear. I am
constantly vigilant, checking my surroundings. When I see a car [ don’t recognize, I feel

an immediate fear that it’s ICE coming back for me.
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25. My youngest son has had a bad reaction to the incident. Although he was not there, he
has had to witness my fear and has heard me have to talk about what happened. Because
my son is on the autism spectrum, he reacts differently to stress and trauma than other
children might. He has become angry and is acting out. My son continues to undergo
therapy to process what happened.

26. My daughter is suffering from what she saw happen to me and how the officers treated
her. She is living in fear. She had final exams at school that she had to postpone. The fear
remains for all of us.

27. 1 am deeply afraid that ICE will arrest me again. I have struggled to continue running the
store and to leave the house to work or support my community as I otherwise would. I no

longer feel safe in my community and do not know when or if [ will ever feel safe again.

I HEREBY DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE FOREGOING IS
TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF.

Dated: January 7, 2026
/s/ Juana Avila
JUANA AVILA
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