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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

DISTRICT OF OREGON 

Eugene Division 

M-J-M-A- and VICTOR CRUZ GAMEZ,

individually and on behalf of all similarly

situated individuals,

Petitioner and Plaintiffs, 

v. 

LAURA HERMOSILLO, Seattle Field Office 

Director, Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement and Removal Operations 

(“ICE/ERO”); TODD LYONS, Acting 

Director of Immigration Customs 

Enforcement (“ICE”); U.S. IMMIGRATION 

AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT; KRISTI 

NOEM, Secretary of the Department of 

Homeland Security (“DHS”); U.S. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 

SECURITY; and PAMELA BONDI, Attorney 

General of the United States,  

 Respondents-Defendants. 

Case No. 6:25-cv-02011-MTK 

DECLARATION OF VICTOR CRUZ 

GAMEZ ISO PETITIONER’S AND 

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR A 

PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION  
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DECLARATION OF VICTOR CRUZ GAMEZ ISO PETITIONER’S AND 

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR A PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

 

 

I, Victor Cruz Gamez, under penalty of perjury, do solemnly declare: 

 

1. I am a Plaintiff in the current matter. 

2. I was born in Mexico on January 31, 1970. I am 55 years old. My native language is 

Spanish. I speak and understand English, but my preferred language is Spanish. 

3. I first came to the United States as a minor in 1987. I lived in the U.S. for about three 

years and then returned to Mexico. I came to the U.S. again in the early 1990s. I last 

came to the United States in 1999 and have lived in the U.S. since then. 

4. I live in Hillsboro, Oregon with my wife. My wife and I live in a house we co-own with 

our son. We have lived in our house for about three years. I have three children, one son, 

Brayam, age 30, and two daughters, Atziri, age 27, and Lesly, age 29. Brayam and Atziri 

are lawful permanent residents and Lesly has DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood 

Arrivals). They all live in Oregon, nearby my wife and I, with their families. I am grateful 

to be close to them and to my four grandchildren. 

5. I own my own business, a construction business, which I have owned and operated for 

about a year and a half. My business is licensed and bonded. Most of my work focuses on 

remodels. I do about 90% of the work on my own but occasionally I work with other 

contractors to complete jobs for clients who have hired me. I take a lot of pride in helping 

people remodel their homes and businesses and feel fortunate to have found a profession 

that I care deeply about. 
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6. I am proud of the life I have built here. I have focused on raising a strong family while 

also helping others in my community. When I first came to the United States, I 

volunteered at a cultural center in Oregon for about two years. I knew a little English at 

the time and there were people who didn’t know the language, so I helped them to learn 

English so that they could find a job.  

7. I earned my GED and later took English classes at Portland Community College, where I 

also got my business license. 

8. I am fortunate to have built a good life here in the U.S. with my family, however, I have 

suffered harm here too. In 2012, I was the victim of fraud and obstruction of justice. I 

assisted in the investigation and prosecution of that crime. On that basis, I applied for a U 

visa and included my wife on that application. In May 2025, my wife and I both received 

a bona fide determinations and deferred action, which I understand to mean that the 

government has reviewed my U visa application, has determined I meet all U visa 

requirements and that my U visa will be approved once a visa is available. My wife and I 

received our work permits, which reflect that we have deferred action, as well as our 

Social Security numbers.  

9. On October 14, 2025, I was driving home from work when I saw flashing lights from a 

patrol car behind me. At first, I thought the patrol car just wanted to pass me. I pulled to 

the side to allow the patrol car to pass, but the car pulled over and stopped behind me. 

The car was not marked. I saw three people – two men and one woman. The driver had a 

blue jacket that had the letters “HSI” on it. One of the men and the woman got out of the 

car and approached my truck from either side. They were wearing vests and masks but 

had no other badge or marking to indicate who they were. It was then that I suspected 
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they were with ICE. They began yelling at me in English and banging on my windows, 

asking if I was Victor Cruz. They told me to turn off the truck. They kept asking if I was 

Victor Cruz Gamez. I was afraid to get out of my truck and I rolled down the window to 

tell them that I was Victor Cruz Gamez. They told me to get out of the truck. I asked 

them not to hurt me because I had an injured leg. I got out of the truck and they took me 

to the back of the truck. One of the officers asked me if I had identification. I said yes and 

gave him my driver’s license. I told him I had a work permit that permitted me to work 

lawfully here. The officer then asked to see my work permit. I gave him my work permit, 

he looked at it and said it meant nothing to them, that I was still “an illegal.” The officers 

then handcuffed me, chained my waist and ankles, and put me in an SUV. 

10. When I was in the SUV, I noticed that the officers were looking at a photo of the actual 

person they were looking for and I heard them asking each other if I was that person. I 

heard another person on the phone asking if I was him.  

11. The officers did not show me a warrant.  

12. I was terrified. I was thinking about my family and wondering whether they would know 

what had happened to me and how they would know I had been arrested by ICE. 

13. After my arrest and before they took me to the immigration building, the officers drove 

on and arrested another person. They put the other person in a different vehicle. I 

observed three vehicles in total. 

14. The officers took me to an immigration facility in Portland. At that facility, they took my 

fingerprints and asked me questions. They asked me to sign my deportation, but I told 

them no and that I wanted to speak with a judge. Although they confirmed I was not the 
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person they had initially been looking for, one of the officers told me that because I was 

there, they must take me to Tacoma. 

15. We arrived to the Northwest ICE Processing Center (“NWIPC”) in Tacoma, Washington. 

Once there, they put about 80 people in a cell. It was very cold and we did not get enough 

to eat. I remember we had to wait long hours between meals. 

16. Officers asked several times if we wanted to sign our deportation but I refused each time 

and said I wanted to fight my case. 

17. I was detained for about three weeks. I was only released after a federal judge ordered my 

release from ICE custody. After I was released, ICE place an ankle monitor on me and 

gave me other reporting requirements. 

18. ICE agreed to let me remove the ankle monitor the week after I left Tacoma. I had an 

appointment with immigration in Portland, they sent me to an office where they took the 

ankle monitor off. I still have to report every Monday sending a photo of myself through 

an app on my phone. Every month, I have to report in person. My next appointment is 

January 24th. I also have home visits, where someone comes to my home. I have had one 

home visit so far and another home visit is scheduled.  

19. I am the wage earner in my family and my inability to work has impacted us greatly. My 

wife and I have a lot of fear that ICE will arrest and detain me again. We are afraid even 

to go to the grocery store. I have started seeing a therapist to help me manage the fear and 

anxiety this event has caused me. With the encouragement of my therapist, I left the 

house to do some small jobs. I am still deeply afraid and constantly vigilant, constantly 

nervous. But I have to work despite the fear because I have to support my family. 
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20. We continue to hear about ICE activity in surrounding neighborhoods. I don’t want to 

live the same nightmare again. If ICE arrests me again, I will sign my deportation. My 

arrest and detention has been so hard on me and my family. One of my grandchildren had 

to start mental health treatment following my detention. My family can’t make it through 

that again. I can’t make it through that again. 

 
I HEREBY DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY THAT THE FOREGOING IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. 

 

 

 

Dated:   January 6, 2026   /s/ Victor Cruz Gamez                 

VICTOR CRUZ GAMEZ 

       Plaintiff 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 

 

I, Kelsey Provo, am competent to interpret between English and Spanish and certify that I have 

read the contents of this declaration to Plaintiff in Spanish. Plaintiff stated that they understood 

its contents and verified that they were true and accurate. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

 

Dated:  January 6, 2026                   /s/ Kelsey Provo                         

        Kelsey Provo 

        INNOVATION LAW LAB 

        333 SW 5th Ave. Ste. 200 

        Portland, OR 97204 

kelsey@innovationnlawlab.org 

        971-277-4410 
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