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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

M-A-C-C-,

Petitioner,  

v. 

JULIO HERNANDEZ, Seattle Field Office 
Director, Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
and Removal Operations; TODD LYONS, Acting 
Director of U.S. Immigration Customs 
Enforcement; KRISTI NOEM, Secretary, U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security; PAMELA 
BONDI, Attorney General of the United States; 
BRUCE SCOTT, Warden, Northwest ICE 
Processing Center; and EOIR.    

Respondents. 

Case No.: 

Agency No. AXXX-XXX-563 

PETITIONER’S DECLARATION IN 
SUPPORT OF PETITION FOR 
WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS 
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PETITIONER’S DECLARATION 
IN SUPPORT OF HABEAS CORPUS PETITION 

 
I, M-A-C-C-, under penalty of perjury, do solemnly declare:  
 

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration and, if 

called as a witness, could testify truthfully to those facts.  

2. I am 42 years old. I arrived in the United States in or around March of 

2022. I have three children. My partner and two of my children are also seeking asylum in the 

United States due to threats my partner’s family has faced from a violent cartel.   

3. I came to the United States in March 2022. I entered the country without 

permission to seek asylum. When trying to enter the country, I was returned to Mexico several 

times. I continued to try to re-enter the United States because I was afraid to be in Mexico.  

4. Before I was detained, I lived with my partner and two of my children in 

an apartment in Beaverton, Oregon. My family and I had lived in that apartment for about a 

year and a half. I supported my family by working in a restaurant. I have never committed a 

crime and I work hard to be a responsible member of the community.   

5. I am seeking asylum from Mexico because my partner’s family has been 

targeted by a dangerous cartel. Around ten years ago, my partner’s uncle was killed by people 

who we suspect to be cartel members. Just this month, her cousin was murdered by someone we 

also believe to be associated with the cartel. Other members of her family have received threats 

from the cartel as well, and someone used a machete to break our home’s window in 2022 after 

I fled for the United States. I am afraid that I will be harmed or killed by a cartel if forced to 
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return to Mexico, especially with the recent increase in violence. I have filed for asylum before 

the Tacoma Immigration Court; my application is pending.  

6. On or about November 29, 2025 in the morning, two ICE agents stopped 

me while I was on my way to work. I was lawfully obeying all the traffic laws. Two unmarked 

ICE vehicles began following me closely for several minutes before activating their lights to 

stop me. I suspected at the time that it was ICE because there were many reports in Oregon 

about these types of ICE tactics.  

7. The ICE agents who stopped me did not present a warrant and did not 

explain the reason for the stop. They asked only whether I had been born in the United States 

and whether I possessed any employment authorization. Within minutes, I was ordered out of 

my car and placed in handcuffs. The agents did not ask me about my residence, employment, 

family ties, prior compliance with immigration authorities. I complied with all of the agents 

instructions and commands. 

8. After they handcuffed me, and then put me in one of their vehicles, they 

took me to a parking lot where they had gathered other people they had arrested. In the parking 

lot, agents asked me my name, my age, and where I was from before taking me to the Portland 

ICE office, where they fingerprinted me.   

9. At the Portland ICE office, ICE officers asked me if I wanted to sign a 

voluntary departure, but I said no because I am afraid to return to Mexico. The officers wanted 

me to sign some paperwork that I did not understand, but I affirmed that I wanted a chance to go 

before an immigration judge and the officers told me that if I wanted to see a judge, I had to 

sign some documents. Though I was fearful of signing documents that I did not fully 

understand, I eventually signed something because the officers insisted that it was the only way 
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I would get to see a judge. I asked, while at the Portland ICE office, if I could make a phone call 

and the officers told me that I could, but not until later. But “later” never came. I was not able to 

make a phone call until the next day and after I had already transported out of the state. I was 

never offered the opportunity to speak to an attorney while at the Portland ICE office.  

10. After I was processed at the Portland ICE office, I was taken to the 

detention center in Tacoma, where I have been detained ever since.   

11. When ICE officers detained me, none of them asked me any questions 

about my family, my job, where I lived, or anything at all about my life in the United States. 

Once I was at the ICE office in Portland, an officer asked me if I had family in the United States 

and I told them I had children here, but they did not ask me any further questions about my ties 

to the community. I understood that my detention was a foregone conclusion as soon as I was 

arrested; there was no opportunity for me to ask for release or explain to them that I would 

appear for an immigration court case if given the opportunity to return home.  

12. I have never committed a crime or been arrested in the United States or 

Mexico for any reason.   

13. I complied with all of the officers’ instructions when I was arrested and 

did not try to flee.  

14. My detention has been very difficult for me and my family. My partner 

and children have had to move because my partner could no longer afford to pay the rent for our 

apartment without my income. My partner is also mourning the recent murder of her cousin; she 

is terrified to return to Mexico and the stress of knowing I may be deported to such a dangerous 

situation has caused her great anguish. The youngest of my children, who is nine years old, has 
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taken my detention particularly hard. He used to be a very happy child, and my partner tells me 

that he is very depressed now.  

15. Since I have arrived in Oregon, I have strived to be a good father, a 

loving partner, and a valued member of my local community. Though I have not always known 

how to navigate the immigration process, I have since applied for asylum and would comply 

with any requirements of the immigration court and ICE if allowed to return home and fight my 

case.  

16. It is my hope that I can be released to present my case for asylum. 

 
I HEREBY DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY PURSUANT TO 28 

U.S.C. § 1746 THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY 
KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. 

  
 
Dated this 2nd of March, 2026, in Tacoma, Washington 
 

  
__/s/ M-A-C-C_________ 
M-A-C-C- 

CERTIFICATE OF SIGHT TRANSLATION 
 
I, Kathleen Pritchard am competent to interpret between English and Spanish and certify  

that I have read the contents of this declaration to the Petitioner in Spanish. The Petitioner stated  

that she understood its contents and verified that they were true and accurate. I declare under  

penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the foregoing is true and  

correct. 

Executed on the 2nd of March, 2026, 

____/s/Kathleen Pritchard     03/02/2026__ 
Kathleen Pritchard      Date 
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