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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

M-A-C-C-,
Petitioner,

V.

JULIO HERNANDEZ, Seattle Field Office
Director, Immigration and Customs Enforcement
and Removal Operations; TODD LYONS, Acting
Director of U.S. Immigration Customs
Enforcement; MARKWAYNE MULLIN,
Secretary, U.S. Department of Homeland Security;
Attorney General of the United States; BRUCE
SCOTT, Warden, Northwest ICE Processing
Center; and DAREN K MARGOLIN, Director of
Executive Office for Immigration Review.

Respondents.
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PETITIONER’S DECLARATION
IN SUPPORT OF HABEAS CORPUS PETITION

I, M-A-C-C-, under penalty of perjury, do solemnly declare:

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated in this declaration and, if
called as a witness, could testify truthfully to those facts.

2. I am 42 years old and I was born in Mexico. I have three children, two of
whom live with their mother and my partner of over a decade in Beaverton, Oregon. My partner
and two children are seeking asylum in the United States due to physical and psychological
threats their family has faced from a violent cartel in Mexico.

3. I wish to proceed by using my initials rather than my full name in this
case, because I am afraid that if the cartel learns I am seeking asylum in the U.S., I will face an
even greater harm if [ am ultimately deported to Mexico. I fear that Mexican governmental
officials who are allied with the cartels may harm me. I’'m also afraid that revealing my identity
could put my family members—some of whom still reside in Mexico and some of whom are
actively seeking asylum in the U.S.—at greater risk of harm. One of my partner’s relatives was
killed in February of 2026, so I am very concerned that the cartel will hurt other family
members if [ use my full name on the public docket. Additionally, I fear that immigration
authorities may retaliate against me or my partner and children — who also have asylum claims
pending in the U.S. — for filing this case against them.

4. I entered the United States without permission to seek asylum in or
around March of 2022. When trying to enter the country on five prior occasions between
November 2020 and February 2022, I was returned to Mexico each time. I understand that each

time I was returned, I was expelled under Title 42, a policy that was in place due to the COVID-
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19 pandemic. I continued to try to enter the United States after my expulsions, because I feared
for my life in Mexico.

5. I am currently seeking asylum from Mexico because multiple members of
my partner’s family have been killed and threatened by a cartel.

6. Before I was detained, I lived with my partner and children in an
apartment in Beaverton, Oregon for about a year and a half. For about three years, I supported
my family and held steady employment at a local restaurant, the Black Bear Diner.

7. I have never been arrested, charged, or convicted of any crime anywhere
in the world, and I work hard to be a good partner, father, and community member. The only
time I have ever been arrested was by ICE.

8. On or about the morning of November 29, 2025, two ICE agents stopped
me while I was driving to work. I was lawfully obeying all the traffic laws throughout the drive.
Two unmarked ICE vehicles began following me closely for several minutes before activating
their lights to stop me. I stopped and rolled down my window to speak with the officers.

9. The ICE agents who stopped me did not present a warrant and did not
explain the reason for the stop. They asked only whether I had been born in the United States
and whether I possessed any employment authorization. Within minutes, [ was ordered out of
my car and placed in handcuffs. The agents did not ask me about my residence, employment,
family ties, or prior compliance with immigration authorities. I complied with all of the agents’
instructions and I did not resist arrest or attempt to flee.

10. At the Portland ICE office, ICE officers tried convincing me to sign a
voluntary departure order, but I refused because I am afraid to return to Mexico. One officer

asked me if I had family in the United States and I told them I had children here, but I was not
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asked any further questions about my life in Oregon. I asked to make a phone call, but ICE
never provided me one.

11. After I was processed at the Portland ICE office, I was taken to the
Northwest ICE Processing Center in Tacoma, Washington, where I have been detained ever
since.

12. On April 2, 2026, I had an individual hearing before the Tacoma
Immigration Court at which I presented my asylum case. The judge denied my asylum
application, and I promptly retained counsel to represent me in an appeal. My attorney timely
filed my appeal with the Board of Immigration Appeals (“BIA”), and it is pending at this time.

13. My detention has been very difficult for me and my family. My family
have had to move of our apartment, because my partner could no longer afford rent without my
income. My partner is also mourning the recent murder of her cousin in Mexico. She is terrified
to return to Mexico and the stress of knowing I may be deported to such a dangerous situation
has caused her great anguish. The youngest of my children, who is six years old, has taken my
detention particularly hard. He used to be a very happy child, and my partner tells me that he is
very depressed now. [ was a very involved in my children’s lives before my detention. I got
them ready for school in the mornings and helped them with their homework. Because my work
schedule was more flexible than my partner’s, I was the one who usually attended parent-
teacher conferences at school and accompanied our children to doctor’s appointments.

14. On March 20, 2026, my lawyers filed a habeas petition alleging that DHS
and the Immigration Court were detaining me unlawfully. On April 20, 2026, U.S. Magistrate
Judge Tiffany M. Cartwright granted my habeas petition, ordering that the Government either

release me or provide me with a bond hearing.
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15. On April 27, 2026, I had a bond hearing before Immigration Judge John
C. Odell of the Tacoma Immigration Court. [ was represented by my two attorneys, José G.
Miranda and Kathleen Pritchard of Innovation Law Lab. Some of the hearing was conducted in
English only, so I did not understand everything. Nonetheless, I could sense from the beginning
that the judge had a hostile attitude towards me and my attorneys.

16. The judge interrupted and talked over my attorneys on multiple
occasions, and he spoke in an angry and exasperated tone. The judge asked me if [ had ever
filed taxes, and I told him that I did so in 2024. He then repeatedly asked me in different ways
whether I had filed. I was confused by the judge asking me the same question over and over
again.

17. The judge only asked me questions about working under a false social
security number and filing taxes. The hearing lasted no more than 15 minutes, and at the end of
the hearing, the judge denied my release on bond. I have appealed the denial of my bond to the
BIA.

18. It is my hope that I can be released so that I can be reunited with my
partner and two young children and can continue to follow the legal process from outside the
detention center.

I HEREBY DECLARE UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY PURSUANT TO 28

U.S.C. § 1746 THAT THE FOREGOING IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY
KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF.

Dated this 6™ of May 2026,
Tacoma, Washington

M A CC

M-A-C-C-
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