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Dear Stephen Manning, 
  
This letter is in response to your request for information regarding the current situation in India, especially the risks that 
religious, ethnic, and political minorities face in a context of growing discrimination and violence.  
 
I am qualified to provide my opinion given my expertise on religious conflict in Indian history, up to and including the 
present-day. I am an Assistant Professor of South Asian History at Rutgers University in Newark, New Jersey. I am the 
author of two books and numerous articles. I am also currently working with Amnesty International on their campaign 
to address online violence against women, which concerns, in part, the potential of online violence to spark physical 
violence. 
 
Religious and ethnic minorities have credible reasons to fear violence in the current Indian environment. India is 
currently controlled by a Hindu nationalist party, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), whose ideology openly and explicitly 
identifies non-Hindus as a potential threat to state interests. The BJP has known links with paramilitary organizations, 
such as the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), that are modeled on European fascist movements of the early 
twentieth century and frequently commit acts of violence. In the past several years, non-Hindu Indians have been 
subjected to increased pressures and persecution, both from the Indian government and extra-judicial violence. 
 
For instance, several Indian states have laws on the books that restrict religious conversion. These laws are used to target 
and harass Christians, especially Dalit Christians who are assumed to have converted to Christianity in order to escape 
the Hindu caste system. Laws that restrict the consumption of certain meats, especially beef, adversely affect non-
Hindus, including Christians, who often have no objections to such food and may even work in the beef-industry. Sikhs 
have faced suspicion, discrimination, and detention by the Indian government for several decades, following a brutal and 
largely unacknowledged genocide of Sikhs in India in 1984. 
 
Religious minorities face growing vigilante violence in India, which the government does little to stop and, in many 
cases, actively encourages. Anti-Christian rhetoric has reached fairly extreme levels in India recently, and there have been 
cases of forced “reconversions” to Hinduism. There have also been instances of violence and riots in which Christians 
were killed. Dalits have been subjected to violence from upper-caste Hindus for decades, and identifying as Christian 
puts Dalits at an increased risk of being targeted. Sikhs too have faced communal threats and violence, especially in 
Punjab where some Sikhs have opposed recent RSS expansion efforts. Moving to another part of India often does little 
to avoid violence as mob-led assaults on marginalized groups pervade even the far corners of India. The United States 
International Religious Freedom Report documents some of these growing problems.1 The commission responsible for 
producing the report has, unsurprisingly, met with an icy reception in India and even visa denials by the Indian 
government.  
 
In July 2018, India’s Supreme Court decried the “mobocracy” that has led to frequent public lynching, which is 
commonly filmed, and called upon the Indian government to pass legislation dealing with the growing wave of vigilante 
attacks on minorities. Few commentators think that the Indian government will heed this advice. In fact, with general 
elections slated for 2019, the current Indian government will likely encourage further religious strife in order to benefit 
its political interests. It is, indeed, a dangerous time for marginalized groups in India. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Audrey Truschke 
Assistant Professor of South Asian History 

                                                   
1 http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/religiousfreedom/index.htm?year=2017&dlid=281022 


